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Awarded fellowships and degrees: 
Hanse Institute for Advanced Study Fellowship, 2008 & 2011 

    WHOI postdoctoral fellowship, Woods Hole, March 1996 - February 1998 
Ph.D., Microbial Ecology, Bremen University/Max-Planck-Institute for Marine 
Microbiology, Bremen, Germany, October 1992 - December 1995 

   Diploma (Masters), Biochemistry, Hannover University, Germany, June 1991 
Fulbright Fellowship at Univ. of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, with David Stahl 
and Carl Woese, July 1991 - July 1992 

   Fellow of the German National Scholarship Foundation 1988 - 1991 
 
Professional experience: 
   Professor, Dept. of Marine Sciences, UNC Chapel Hill (since July 2007)  

Associate Professor, Dept. of Marine Sciences, UNC Chapel Hill (July 2002-2007) 
   Assistant Scientist at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution,  
   Biology Department (Feb. 1998 – Sept. 2002) 
   Adjunct Scientist, WHOI (February 2003-2006) and MBL (since July 2002) 
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Synergistic activities:  
---  Chair and Co-Chair functions: Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill & Ecosystem Research Conf, Feb 

16-19, 2015, Houston, YX, Microbial ecosystem Trajectories in Gulf of Mexico Environ-
ments, co-hosted with J. Kostka; Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill & Ecosystem Research Conf., 
New Orleans, January 21-23, 2013, “Biodegradation pathways and environmental impacts of 
hydrocarbon discharge” with J. Kostka & A. Penn; ASM Division N Chair (Microbial 
Ecology) July 2004-July 2005; Co-Chair with J. Kostka: “The Shallow Subsurface 
Biosphere” at ASM General Meeting, Boston, June 1-5, 2008, Co-chair with T. Ferdelman: 
"The Subsurface Biosphere" at Goldschmidt Conf., Davos, Switzerland, August 18-23, 2002 

--- Deep Subsurface Biosphere work, with 3 examples: 1) setting up the current microbiology 
laboratory on JOIDES Resolution as a community resource for seagoing microbiologists 
since May 2000, with NSF funding; 2) Theme team leader in NSF-funded C-DEBI (Dark 
Energy Biosphere Institute) Science and Technology Center (PI, K. Edwards, USC); 3) 
Three-year service on NSF-Ridge 2000 Steering Committee  

--- Advisory and editorial board activities: Advisory editorial board of Geobiology (since 
2003); Editorial Board member for FEMS Microbiology Ecology, Applied and Environ- 
mental Microbiology, and the ISME Journal  (all since 2007); Specialty Editor (Extreme 
Microbiology) for Frontiers in Microbiology (since 2010); frequent reviewer  

---  ICOMM (International Census of Marine Microbes) work on microbial diversity of the 
deep subsurface; participant and discussion leader as ICOMM workshops (MBARI, Nov. 
2003 and Amsterdam, May 2008); providing raw data and metadata for ICOMM database 

--- Speaking and teaching activities: MBL Microbial Diversity course; 2007-2014; Zephyr 
Foundation outreach July 2010-2015; Gordon Conference on Organic Geochemistry, August 
2010; Joint Oceanographic Institutions Distinguished Speaker 2007-2008; Teaching regular 
first-year freshman seminars at UNC (extremophiles & Astrobiology) since 2002 

  
Ph.D. advisor: Bo B. Jørgensen, Aarhus University, Aarhus, Denmark 
Postdoctoral advisor: Holger W. Jannasch, WHOI (Deceased) 
Graduate advisees: Ph.D. Student advisees—Michael S. Atkins (1998-2000; WHOI); Karen G. 
Lloyd (2002- 2009), Mark Lever (2002 - 2008), Alan Durbin (Masters, 2005 – 2009), Lindsay 
D’Ambrosio (Masters; 2008 - 2011), Luke J. McKay (2008-2014), Lisa Nigro (2009-), Tingting 
Yang (2009-2014), John Paul Balmonte (2011-), Andrew Hyde (2015-) (all at UNC) 
PhD/MSc committee member: Lara Gulmann (2000-2004), John Tolli (WHOI, 2000-2003); 
Vanja Klepac (MIT, 2000-2004); Vanessa Madrid (LSU, 2001-2006), Melissa Southwell (UNC 
Chapel Hill, 2004-2007), Kyoko Kubo (Bremen University, 2008-2011), Lindsay D’Ambrosio 
(UNC, 2010-2012), Derek Lundberg (UNC Biology Dept, 2009-2014), Avery Brooks (UNC, 
2013-2014), Megumi Shimizu (Duke Marine Lab, 2011-), Adrienne Hoarfrost (UNC, 2012-) 
Postdoctoral advisees: Virginia Edgcomb (WHOI/MBL), Michael S. Atkins (WHOI/MBL), 
Stefan Sievert (WHOI), Konstantinos A. Kormas (WHOI), Antje Lauer, Ketil Sørensen, Dina 
Leech, Jennifer Biddle, Cassandre Lazar, Verena Salman, Andrew Buckley (all UNC) 


